After a brief history of the ordinary methods of diagnosis in placenta prsevia, Dr Wallace proceeds to consider the causes of the uterine souffle, and expresses the opinion that the true socalled placental bruit is surely and purely indicative of the site of the placenta; and in an experience of 1500 cases he has never found the placenta to be placed elsewhere than where the stethoscope indicated it to be.
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In cases of ante-partum haemorrhage, he has sometimes satisfied himself that placenta prsevia existed by abdominal auscultation alone.
But when he began to inquire more minutely into the nature of the case under examination, as to whether the presentation of the placenta was partial or central, the os uteri being still closed, the powers of diagnosis were exhausted, and he was compelled to abandon further inquiry and wait for the progress of the labour to solve the problem. It was this difficulty which led him to propose to himself vaginal stethoscopy as a means of determining not only the existence of placenta prsevia, but the differential diagnosis between the complete and incomplete forms of it * * Since then, and since this paper was written, he had been told that Dr Keiller has been for some time in the habit of practising the same 
